Professional attitudes toward hospice care.
Among studies made to determine the need for and feasibility of a hospice program at a major university hospital, a survey was made of the hospital professional staff's attitudes towards hospice care. The anonymous questionnaire was distributed in July 1983 to 395 faculty physicians, Department of Medicine house staff, hospital nurses, and clinical social workers. Among the 243 respondents (62% response rate), only 38% felt that current services were "satisfactory," with 90% of respondents indicating that the hospital needs a hospice program.